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A Modern Instance Supplies an Opening for Pres
ident oosevelts Intense Americanism Death of a
Noted South Carolinian Miss Mattie Per-
sonality The Mirror a Mudscow
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heres a takin
Were William Dean Howells some

years younger and could have found it
convenient to have strolled along Six
teenth street between K and L a
or so ago he would have telegraphed-
to his publishers to prepare for a revis
ion edition of his famous story A
Modern Instance An episode which
probably wouldnt have transpired in
any other country and which will be
cited all over our land as a national
event happened this way

gentlemen of the proud Cau
casian race came down Sixteenth
street engaged in close conversation
One wore a silk hat was dressed in the
faultless product artistic tailor
and his was that of a typical
American statesman The others fine
head was surmounted by a slouch hat
his face was bronzed by exposure under
tropical skies and his remarks were
vigorously emphasized by gesticulations
which suggested the earnestness of an
advocate who wished to leave no doubt-
as to his meaning

Two white approached leading
bicycles Seeing a small girl whose
Negro parentage was in unmistakable

they teasing her
slaps and pinches She was frightened
and began to cry

vigorous gentleman looked up
and taking in the situation demanded
in a ringing voice

Let that girl alone
What have you to do with it re

plied one of the boys defiantly
Ill have you arrested rejoined the

athletic in tones of indignant
determinatio-

nIll have you arrested was the taunt
of the mischievous

As the gentleman made a dash for
ward as if to bring the to account
both away in fright and the little
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The rescuer was Theodore
President of the United States His
companion was Henry Cabot Lodge
Republican in the Senate

Just now there is much apprehension
over the future of the colored clerks inthe Census Office The Negro neverwas adequately represented and as a

many decapitations by reasonof completion of work the black mansquota has been reduced to an infinitesimal quantity The AfroAmerican
is attempting to inquire into thematter to steps to save a respectable fraction of the Negro forcebut the method of procedure is an unsolved A committee to seePresident Roosevelt is proposed but inview of his wellknown objection to thebackdoor entrance of a large body ofpeople into the classified service I seelittle hope that he will interfere He isalso onoosed to

went on her rejoicing
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doubtless reply that sheer merit oughtto settle such questions and acommittee to Director Merriam It isto Mr Merriam that such an appealshould go for he is the natural arbiterand to use pressure above his headmight render him less liberal than hewould be if approached directly in aspirit His officescould be exercised to immense advanif he chose to bring them to bearin our all the fact hadbetter be admitted that politicalis to be the force that will determinethe retention of A or B black or whiteI have no faith in the effect of any appeal for justice in this scramble unlessjustice is accompanied by the eloquentsupport a or Representative Dispensers of
who must ask for appropriations arecompelled to turn to hearkin unto thevoice of the men who do the voting inthe house on Capitol

clerks on the staff of these folks andwho can be of actual service out in theseveral Congressional districts are theones names will be gejetfed
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adorn the rolls of the permanent cen
sus This may be bluntly it is
a stubborn uncompromising
fact The list now about thirty
colored clerks in a total of nearly 2000

Capitol Hill is proud of the presence
in their midst of such a representa

tive citizen as Dr J R Wilder He is
the leading force in the intellectual and

life of that center of wealth and
culture and not only is his opinion
asked by neighbors of his own race but
suggestions for sundry public improve
ments are sought from him by the best
people of the Caucasian contingent
He enjoys a lucrative his well
groomed blooded mare and uptodate
phaeton being seen at the door of
hundreds of homes in all sections of the
city Dr Wilder does not speak often
to audiences but when he does talk he
says something and gives counsel

that long with the attentive lis
tener was evidenced by a
thoughtful paper read a few evenings
ago before Bethel Literary Dr
is descended an ancient line of
South Carolina aristocracy and is the
son of Hon M Wilder who
recently died at the Columbia S C
family homestead The senior Mr Wil
der was the first colored appointee under
President Grant to a Federal office
making him in all probability the first
Negro in the land to receive a civil
commission from the United States
Government From 1869 to 1885 when
Cleveland became President he waspostmaster at Columbia Durinsr all thisperiod he enjoyed a spotless reputation
and administered his trust with both
fidelity and ability

Dr is the worthy son of a
noble sire and all in the pros
perity he has gathered unto himself
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Death is always pathetic even when
occurring at the natural time in the

of years following a careerrich in honors and complete in its roundof usefulness But it is all the morepathetic when one is taken away in theflower of manhood in the midst of activities that the soul
the individual of the pleasure thatcomes of work well done and the worldof a genius that makes bright the age
in which he lives These reflections arosein my mind as I scanned the printed report of the dying regret of Cecil
Rhodes the uncrowned king of South
Africa

So little done so much to be done
And yet his fortynine years of earthly sojourn had been a eriod of unceasing labor and his rewards had beenmany Truly success as measured byman is proportioned by the height ofhis
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Speaking of energy or the lack of it
has been wondering what it is that makes the

colored man so listless so purposeless
so unsystematic in his manner of doing

It isnt want of opportunity for hundreds of our
people have good jobs or are in a position to get them if they would get amove on themselves It isnt want oftime for they punctually andoften at the barroom card tableand dance hall It isnt want of education for have from one to threediplomas from noted schools write excellent articles when they feel disposedand deliver masterly at theliterary I in mind a certaincolored place of business where Idropped in the other day Severalyoung men are employed there Theboss was on warpath stirring uphis customers is sawOne fellow who Had evidently beenout for a large evening night before was asleep with his head in hishands on a table Two others hadstopped their work and were holding an
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puffing at cigarettes Another waspicking at his face before a mirror and
S the remaining two were discussing a
3 problem as to a certaindisrupted lady and gentleman attendants of a weekly class would

kiss and make up Frivolity pure and
simple Nothing of a practical naturewas this picture I am
told is a faithful reflex of ninetenthsof the time at this place and is in a
measure true of every business estab
lishment where a number of young peo
ple are employed can we not cul
tivate more seriousness of
keener sense of responsibility deeper
regard for our and by some
of the friends who are disposed to help
us will find us out and tell us point
blank that there are other things thanour color holding us back

ARISTOCRACY OF BRAIN

Jnned fom

through this crowd to the box office
I asked for a ticket the genius

who presided there looked through the
little window hole at me as he
considered me either a green country
gosling or a mild type of

You couldnt buy a ticket for this
performance madam for love nor
money said he Weve turned away
at least a thousand people The folks
you see round here are about to mob
me cause they cant get tickets

To make a long story short it was
only through the courtesy and energy of
Mr Washington that I was able to se-
cure at all It was to
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be there too just to see the
with which that vast audience greeted
the Negro and Indian youth who gave
the concert Mr made a
few opening remarks and the reception
accorded him on this was as
hearty as that which he received twonights before

The presence of the best people ofNew York in such large numbers twice
in the same week at entertainmentsgiven by and for the benefit of colored
people would prove what vital interest
they take in their brother in black if

enthusiasm

ashington

they did nothing else But they do agreat deal more come to
Booker Washington speak and listen to
colored or Indian youth sing songs Theflower of New Yorks best circle showsits interest in and friendship for theman and brother givin
sums year for the maintenance ofHampton and Tuskegee Without thissubstantial assistance renderedbv these sons and daughters of fortuneit doubtful these two schoolswhich do so much for the education ofcolored youth could exist at all

The deference and respect with whichMr Washington is treated by the milof New York is truly refreshing There is nothing
nothing which of condescensionon their part toward him The selfpoise of this colored man in the midstof the honors which are heaped in suchprofusion him is as striking as itis admirable Mr abilityboth to command the nf
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wnne people 01 and toterest them so profoundly in his effortsto uplift his race that they areto contribute thousands upon thousandsof dollars for this purpose shows that hepossesses the strength of brain and thegraces of which make a man greatOne can admit this without agreeing toevery utterance whichWashington has made from thetime the flood to the dayWhat a pity it is the world is not bigenough to see the things a mandoes without harping eternally upon thethings that said don cherwith which I the Great andOnly in my wisdom and infallibilitycan not possibly agree

But I have not said a wordabout Mr introduction toPrince Henry and it is high time thesefew remarks were to adose If one did full justice to thebetween these two distinguishedgentleman it would require a Column atleast It was just like this PrinceHenry invited ME Washington and theHampton singers to meet him on hisyacht but a case of scarlet fever onboard disarran

this cou in

present

g ijthe alltIZzQiler

¬

this plan at the last minute Then itwas decided to have the meeting takeplace at the lheHampton singers filed into an indescribably beautiful room in this palatialhotel and took seats provided themMr Washington sat near them A prosilence fell upon those vh j wereawaiting the Prince as this courtlygentleman and his official escort
and took their seats The singing began
and Prince Henry with raptattention and evident enjoyment Hewas so pleased with one of the songsthat he asked to have it repeated Allof a sudden Admiral Evans limped
across the room from the siteand approached Mr Washington

Mr Washington said he HisRoyal Prince Henry of Prus
sia asks to have you presented to him

With dignity and perfect composure
Mr Washington arose and crossed the
room with Admiral Evans who pre
sented him to the brother of the Em
peror of Germany Prince arose
and shook hands cordially with MrWashington and the two men sat
side by side on a sofa Prince Henry
exhibited the liveliest animation while
he was talking to Mr Washington He
gestured and smiled as though he was
enjoying the conversation immensely

Prince expressed a to have
a copy of the jubilee songs and a
of Mr autobiography
Up From Slavery

ington told him he would be glad to
furnish him with both books the Prince
asked the founder of Tuskegee for his
note book so that he write therein
his name and address The notebook

in

was immediately produced from an in
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side pocket 01 course it was
that Booker T Washington secured
Prince Henrys autograph which thou
sands of white Americans would
large sums to possess

After the singing was finished Prince
Henry came forward to the singers and
in a speech characterized simplicity

language and genuineness of feeling
spoke as follows

My dear young friends you have
been very kind to come here and
for me today and I have enjoyed your
songs very much God has put music
into the hearts of men to bind them to
gether Your songs are beautiful and
I hope you will see that they are perpet
uated Again I thank you

Then this son of the great and
good Emperor Frederick and the
equally great and good Empress who
was the daughter of the great and good
Queen Victoria left the room with his
suite to go immediately to a luncheon
given him by one of New Yorks so-

ciety queens That very morning the
great grandson of John Jay and the
granddaughter of Cornelius Vanderbilt
had entertained Mr Washington at
breakfast Thus does the exslave touch
elbows and clasp hands with royalty as
represented by the monarchical gover-
nments of Europe and sit at the table ot
royalty as represented by republican
America-

It was a great week in New York
The colored people had their inning
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As I the events which
I feel that I have grown an inch taller-
I am certain that I shall live ten years
longer and like the good people in the

books I shall be ever after
MARY CHURCH TERRELL

Washington D C March 25

AMUSEMENTS

RECITAL

Miss Beatriz L Chase
Will Give Her Third Recital

IN THE
15TH STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Friday Evening April ISth
She will be assisted by her brother

Wm Calvin Chase Jr
Both are pupils of their mother

MRS A V CHASE

Recital will begin promptly at 3 p m

Admission 25cts
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